


        TACCD MEETING







 

At the Department of Rehabilitation

      11/28/2011, 12:00 Noon



Present: 

Wendi McCray   



Gordon Bonar, Treasurer



David Kelly, Chair



Les Lovell
John Pillsbury, Secretary


David Stevenson




Vicki Stilwell



Janet Stevens
Paula Lambdin



Curtis Garner
Diana Hankins, Co Chair


Jess Rose

Dave Walker



Judy Finn

Anna Lee






David Kelly called the meeting to order at 12:01 PM.
Introductions: Anna Lee of the LTCC program "Trio" attended the meeting for the first time.   

Minutes: The minutes were approved after review.  
1. Officers Reports: 






Treasurer: Gordon reported that TACCD's checking account has a balance of $1,194.83 and our CD is at $6,955.71.





Secretary: John reported that he and David Kelly had given three Champions of the Disabled recognitions to individuals and a business in the north Tahoe area. David Kelly commented on the Tahoe Truckee Community Collaborative meeting where the presentations took place.
2.       Announcements: 





-David Kelly reported that all of the fund raising events held for TACCD this fall went well. In addition, David Jenkins, the former City Manager, donated $100.00 to TACCD.  





-Curtis, from the Tahoe Transportation District, reported that a real-time passenger information system is being implemented. A new rider guide was published. He is still recruiting for the SSTAC group. The use of ride tokens was discussed. They will be accepted until 12/30. There is an effort being made to maintain rate consistency throughout the entire transportation system (as opposed to the varied rate structure of the past.)






-David Kelly distributed framed certificates of recognition, the Champions of the Disabled awards, to Les Lovell and David Stephenson. The group voiced their appreciation of their involvement in TACCD and in helping make the community a place where people with disabilities can live a life of dignity. Both individuals thanked David for the recognition.  

3.       Old Business: 




- Bike Trails: No new updates. Some discussion.   



- Sky Forest Acres: OK. There is a new maintenance person.   




- Kelly Ridge: The ABHOW Board has approved the formation of a Board of Directors for this facility.  
 


- Tahoe Senior Plaza: This facility continues to function very well. The residents and the Board are looking forward to the annual Christmas dinner and party on 12/15.

      
- BMPs: People who want assistance can call 543-1501, ext: 6 for a free evaluation.




- Drive Up Window: Status unchanged.  




- Grant Writer: David is still looking for a grant writer.  




- Web site: TACCD's website is getting a lot of hits. Please check to see if your agency's information is accurate. 



- Review of Articles of Incorporation: We are still working on this issue.




- Cal Trans: No report.





- Vets Issue: John reports no progress on this issue.   
  

- City Council meetings: Nothing of note to report.  
  4.      New Business: 



- Women's Center: Vicki reported that the Center is looking for families to assist at the holidays. David Kelly stated that he would like TACCD to support a family with a child with a disability. He has contacted them but has had no response yet. The Women's Center annually funds a wish list for the mother and the children of families that are chosen for assistance. 



-  John brought up the homelessness issue as a man died recently in Truckee on a cold night. The local resources are few as there is no "open door" for the homeless to get warm at night. Shelters exist in Placerville (7 nights a week) and in Carson City and Reno. The group was unsure if Carson City would take CA residents. There are Salvation Army vouchers are available through the Family Resource Center. It was noted that the Tahoe Care Coalition did tackle this issue. There was much discussion of this issue. 





The bottom line: The SLT Police have limited funds to assist individuals in desperate need with a bus ticket to get to a shelter. There were many calls to NAMI last winter of individuals in need. Most of the time, local churches and agencies just help someone to get off the hill. The Sherriff used to have a voucher system that funded housing and food. The liability issues surrounding assisting the homeless are problematic. NAMI is serving individuals who get discharged from Mental Health services because they have "acted out." There are waiting lists for all senior housing facilities and they are full of long term residents who need help. 





*Who to call when there are problems with heat or health issues in local rental units:






-City of SLT, Housing Authority hotline: (Lydia) 542-7417 or 


lzuniga@cityofslt.us






-There is a Paralegal at the Superior Court (on Johnson Ave) every 
Tuesday AM, first come, first served.






-El Dorado County, Environmental Health: 573-3450






- Legal Services of Northern California: 1-800-660-6107  



5.    Organization Reports: 



 -County Human Services: Paula Lambdin reports that her agency has a new name: El Dorado County Health and Human Services Agency. There are four compartments of this agency: Health, Mental Health, Social Services and Community Services. Paula distributed a card with contact information for the Commission on Aging. She also reported that the waiting list for Section 8 Housing is still closed.    


          - NAMI: Diana reports that the Barton Foundation gave $1,500 for medications for MH consumers "but without housing, the meds don't go far." She reports that housing for MH consumers may be available in the future as a part of new construction. This is moving slowly due to the lack of redevelopment funds.   



 - El Dorado County MH: No report.   

         - Alta: Wendi reported that a services coordinator has been hired for the 

    Truckee office. Alta is changing its language from "consumers" to 


    "clients."


      - Women's Center: Vicki reports that a name change will be announced in  
   
    the near future.    


 - Rehabilitation: No changes. 


     - Special Olympics: Gordon Boner reported that bowling ended on 11/9. For 

   information about events, contact Jody Filgo at 542-4126.      


 - People First: This local self-advocacy organization hosted a guest speaker,   
   Sherriff Les Lovell on 11/17. Call Susie Enos at 542-2465 or Gordon  
   
   Boner at 542-7005, between 9 AM and 7 PM for information about 
  
  
   upcoming events.



 - Choices: No report. 


 - Latino Affairs Commission: No report. 


 - Police Dept.: The State budget will impact the local drug task force 


   (SLEDNET.) David Stevenson reports that there has been a lot of heroin 

   seized locally. Four million dollars worth of drugs has been taken off the 

   street by this task force. Concerned citizens can call or write the Governor 
  
   or Ted Gaines office.  
  
 - Sheriff's Dept.: Les reports that the Thanksgiving holiday went well 
 
  
   without any big problems.

 - TRIO program: Anna described this grant-funded program at LTCC and 
 
   brought flyers to hand out. She serves 140 students pursuing an academic 

   goal (certificate or degree) who are economically disadvantaged. There are 
   also 18 slots reserved for people with disabilities. 



The program provides: 




-Peer mentoring services




-Academic counseling/referral to services in the community




-A "Tools for Success" workshop




-Free trips to visit 4 year schools




-Trips to cultural events




-Free text books on loan




-Help with scholarship applications and financial aide 




  applications.


  There was discussion about several issues related to the college. One  
 
  concern raised by one of the group is the perception that people with 
 
  
  developmental disabilities are denied access to the college because they 
 
  can't read well. Wendi reports that she has met with the administration on 
 
  this issue. Community Education classes are beginning and there may be 
  
  courses of interest for our consumers.

 
 The meeting was adjourned at 1:45 P.M.
Note: There will be no meeting in December.

Next Meeting: Monday, January 23, at noon at the Dept. of Rehabilitation.


Respectfully Submitted, 

John Pillsbury, Board Secretary        

